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Before entering on the duties of the position, an appointed or elected judge is usually required to take an oath of office, | and 
this requirement generally applies to special judges.” A special oath is prescribed for federal judges,” and the judges of state 


courts are required by federal statute to take an oath to support the Constitution of the United States.* While members of a 
state supreme court take an oath to uphold the United States Constitution, the members also take an oath to uphold the state 


constitution, which is the enduring expression of the will of "we, the people" of the state.” 


A failure to file an oath of office does not necessarily, by itself, deprive a judge of the authority to act.© Similarly, the failure 


to post a bond does not necessarily provide a basis for forfeiture of office.’ On the other hand, a nominee's unilateral act of 
reciting the oath of office for associate justice before persons qualified to administer oaths did not transform the situation and 
somehow create a valid appointment where there was none; the Governor made no appointment, thus, no valid commission 


could issue, and the purported taking of the oath was an empty gesture.” 
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